
Transport 

Introduction 

Harberton is a rural area with a low population density outside of its two main villages. 

Many residents commute to work and cars are essential to modern life. More than 90% of 

households in the Parish have a car and the very limited public transport service is 

insufficient to support a commute to work in local towns. 

The Parish is characterised by its network of narrow single track roads with passing places, 

with only two main roads; A381 – Totnes to Dartmouth and Kingsbridge, together with a 

former B road – Totnes to Avonwick. The A381 runs through the heart of Harbertonford and 

carries an estimated annual daily average of 11,000 vehicles (DCC count 2011). The counts 

suggest that the proportion of Heavy Goods Vehicles has remained similar for the last ten 

years at around 4% of the total, but the proportion of articulated vehicles has doubled. The 

Avonwick road across the north of the Parish is the main route from Totnes to Plymouth and 

also carries substantial volumes of traffic. Because the South Hams is a major tourist 

destination, the traffic volume varies by season with the heaviest flows during the summer 

months and holiday periods. 

Both roads have a substantial number of minor roads and agricultural access points 

accessing the main carriageway, with in many cases poor visibility splays. There are a 

number of blind summits, sharp bends and pinch points for the mix of traffic, which varies 

from fast moving cars and lorries to speed restricted large agricultural vehicles. Apart from 

the crossing in Harbertonford, there is no protected crossing point on either road within the 

Parish. Most streets within the two villages do not have pavements, so that cyclists and 

pedestrians share the roads with motorised vehicles. 

The Highway Authority maintain a record of accidents involving casualties on all roads in the 

County as notified to them by the Police. Between January 2012 and December 2016, a total 

of 12 accidents involving 19 casualties were recorded on the A381 in the Parish, and a 

further 8 accidents involving 13 casualties recorded on the Avonwick road. The latter 

included one fatal accident while two on the A381 were classified as serious. In addition 

there have been numerous incidents which did not result in casualties but could easily have 

done so, particularly in Harbertonford and the Brockhills junction on the A381. 

While the majority of journeys are made by car, this Plan advocates a “safety net” of 

transport for non-motorists which uses communication technology to allow for easy 

ordering of semi-scheduled buses of a size suited to the narrow winding roads in the Parish. 

The Neighbourhood Plan also seeks to adopt policies and projects to improve the safety for 

pedestrians and other road users along the main roads and within the villages. 

Speed limits 

Currently the national speed limit applies outside the villages. In order to improve safety for 

motorists, walkers and cyclists, it is proposed to seek a 50 mph limit on the two main roads 



through the Parish outside the village boundaries. Limiting speeds on these routes will 

potentially reduce the number and severity of road accidents on both roads.  

64% of residents who responded agreed or strongly agreed with the proposal that a 50mph 

speed limit should be imposed between Totnes and Harbertonford. 

Policy T1 [Non Land Use]: To establish 50 mph speed limits on both the A381 

and the Totnes – Avonwick road throughout the Parish, except where lower 

speed limits apply. 

 

 


