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Section 2 2020/21 2021/22
Explanation 

required?

£ £ £ % £ Budget heading Explanation

Box 1 Balances 

brought forward 43767.76 48661.02 4893.26 11.180056 NO

Box 2 Precept of 

Rates and Levies 16282.00 18,930.00£   2648.00 16.26 YES 2351.74

There were minor increases and 

decreases to a number of lines in the 

2021/22 budget, however the greatest 

increase to the budget affecting the 

precept was the creation of a line for 

maintenance works at £2351.74 cost to 

the precept, estimating the potential cost 

of tree works due to ash dieback 

disease. 

-204.00 Counci Tax Support GrantA reduction in grant from the LA

-250.00 Misc. Income

COVID grant received in 2020/21 and 

not in 2021/22

-1138.42 VAT refund

VAT refund received was less in 2021/22 

than previous year

-1592.42 Total difference

Box 4: Staff Costs 6753.46 6,177.18£     -576.28 -8.53 NO

Box 5 Loan 

interest/capital 

repayments 0.00 -£              0.00

 £      210.00 Room Hire

2020/21 meetings held online.  2021/22 

larger venue to comply with COVID risk 

assessment more expensive

-£         3.78 Subs

 £        13.44 Insurance Increase in insurance for the year

 £        50.00 PCC Grants Harberton

Contribution to graveyard maintenance 

increased

 £        50.00 

PCC Grant 

Harbertonford

Contribution to graveyard maintenance 

increased

 £        35.28 Clerk Expenses

Difference in mileage claimed in and out 

of lockdown/face-to-face meetings

248.31-£      Office Expenses

2020/21 costs included online meeting 

software and costs of Parish Council 

mobile connection

-£     240.00 Professional Fees

2020/21 exemption from External Audit, 

no bill payable in 2021/22

-£     215.88 

Service Level 

Agreements: annual 

maintenance works

No invoice presented before end of 

financial year

-£         0.03 Broadband

 £        28.00 

Grasscutting 

Harbertonford Increased number of cuts

-£     500.00  Youth Provision Budget unspent within financial year

 £        72.00 Ash Die Back Review Increase in cost of contract

-£     116.00 Grant funded projects

No grant funded projects in 2020/21 

compared to small COVID grant funded 

project in 2021/22

-£  1,216.73 Contingency/Reserves

No large unexpected bills in 2021/22, 

compared to use of reserves in 2020/21 

for unbudgeted emergency tree works

-£  1,069.80 

 Community Benefit 

Fund Reduction in applications to grants

 £      200.00 

Citizens Advice South 

Hams New budget line in 2021/22

-£     124.80 Training

Less uptake in cllr training, compared to 

2 new cllrs undertaking training in 

2020/21

 £      329.39 

Harbertonford 

Playground Begin project on regeneration of old 

equipment

Box 6 all other 

payments 13096.33 -2802.54 -21.40 YES

2021/22 Explanation of Variances

Name of smaller authority Harberton Parish Council

County area Devon

YES

Provision of full explanations, including numerical values for

Variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200)

Breakdown of approved reserves in the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more than twice the annual precept/rates and levies value (Box 2)

Variance Detailed explanation of variance (with amounts £)

Box 3: Total other 

receipts 8461.05 -1592.42 -18.826,868.63£     



-£     756.00 Parish Defibrillators

4 year service agreement paid in 

2020/21

-£     135.74  Elections 

Costs for the 2019/20 election year paid 

in 2020/21.  No elections in 2021/22

 £      776.42 

Maintenance Reserves 

(Includes trees) New budget line in 2021/22

 £        60.00 COVID-19 Support grant

10,293.79£   -2802.54

39852.52

7500.00

500.00

1723.58

519.00

820.70

109.00

250.00

381.66

250.00

150.00

500.00

500.00

130.80

53187.26 Total earmarked reserves

4801.42

57,988.68£   57988.68

Box 8 Total cash 

and short term 

investments 48661.02 57,988.68£   9327.66 19.17

Box 9: Total fixed 

assets and Long 

term investment 

assets 39790.57 39923.57 133.00 0.00 NO

Box 10: Total 

Borrowings 0.00 0.00 0.00

Notice board for Harbertonford

Training

Total reserves

Office Equipment

Service Level Agreements: annual maintenance works

Salary Overtime

Parish Defibrillators

Neighbourhood Plan 

Youth Provision

Maintenance reserves (including trees)

Harbertonford Playgound

Box 6 all other 

payments 13096.33 -2802.54 -21.40

Elections

Box 7 Balances 

carried forward 48661.02 9327.66 19.17 YES

COVID grant/Emergency planning

General reserves

Community Benefit Fund Reserves

Parish Lengthman Project

YES

Explanation for High Reserves Box 7 is more than twice 

Box 2 because the authority held the following reserves at 

the year end:



Harberton Parish Council 
Devon 
 
2021/22 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
Explanation for ‘RESTATED’ figures  
 
 

Year Ending 

31 March 
2021 

31 March 
2022 

Box 9 
 

Total fixed assets plus long term 
investments and assets 

39,791 
RESTATED 

39,924  

 
The figures are restated for the following reasons: 
 

• 1 wooden seat was reported to be removed from the asset register in 2020/21 but the 
value was not removed from the total.  

• Playground equipment was previously included in the asset register at a value of 
£50,000.  The Parish Council has responded to advice that the play equipment 
should only be included with a nominal value of £1 as it was not purchased by the 
Parish Council but the asset was gifted.  At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
on 10th May 2022 it was resolved amend the value of the adopted play equipment as 
transferred to the Parish Council with a nominal value of £1 as a proxy for the zero 
cost. 

 



IAC Audit & Consultancy Ltd. 
Registered in England No 09753929 - VAT Reg No 220 6715 38

23 Westbury Road , Yarnbrook, Wiltshire, BA14 6AG
           Email: admin@audit-iac.com Tel: 01225 775511 CLYEOF121                               

The Clerk
Harberton Parish Council
c/o Little Cholwell
Harberton
Totnes
Devon
TQ9 7RZ

25-Apr-22

Explanation of "Not Covered" responses

Further to our Internal Audit of your Council for the financial year 2021/22 I am pleased to submit the signed Internal 
Report for your Annual Return. We have completed  our work and I can confirm that we have not given a Negative 
response for any of the Internal Control Objectives. 

You will note that we have given ‘Not Covered’ responses in respect of Control Objectives F and O and we are required 
to explain why we have done this. 

● The reason for the Not Covered response for Objective F is that we understand that your Council does not 
maintain a Petty Cash.

● The reason for the Not Covered response for Objective O as it is our understanding that the Council does not 
act as Trustee.

The External Auditor may query why we have responded 'Not Covered' and, if so, you should provide them with a copy 
of this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Kevin Rose ACMA
Director

mailto:admin@audit-iac.com


Harberton Parish Council
Financial Year 2021-22

IAC Audit and Consultancy Ltd

Year End Internal Audit Observations A Visit date: 19- April -2022 

A

No. Audit Test Observation Recommendation Priority Comments

1

Have Minutes been signed in accordance 

with the requirements of Schedule 12-

paragraph 41 (2) the Local Government 

Act 1972 (this requires each page to be 

initialled and the final page signed)

It was noted that a number of Minutes 

had not been signed in accordance with 

the requirements of the Local 

Government Act 1972. The 4th May 2021 

Minutes has not been initialled on each 

pages and not signed not dated on the 

last page. 

The Council to ensure that Minutes of 

meetings are signed in accordance with 

the legislative requirements. In particular 

Minutes of meetings should be initialled 

on each page and signed and dated on 

the final page.

High
Noted.  The Parish Council will ensure that all 

approved minutes will be initialled on each 

page and signed and dated on the last page.  

B

No. Audit Test Observation Recommendation Priority Comments

1 Is Clerk CILCA qualified? The Clerk is not CiLCA qualified.
The Council should consider whether the 

Clerk should be CiLCA qualified.
Medium

This can be reviewed at the Clerk’s annual 

appraisal. Should the Clerk wish to receive 

the CiLCA qualification and have the time to 

commit to it she will let the Parish Council 

know then.

2
Are Powers under which grants are made 

clearly specified in Council Minutes?

The Council does not formally record the 

Powers under which grants are awarded 

in Minutes.

The Council to ensure that the 

appropriate Power under which grants 

are made is recorded in the Minutes of 

the meeting in which the grants are 

approved.

Medium

Noted.  The Parish Council record the 

appropriate Power under which grants are 

made within the minutes of the meeting in 

which the grants are approved from now on.  

Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT was 

appropriately accounted for.
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Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of Harberton Parish Council – DV0173

ow

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website –
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2022.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from our review, thus we have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year
comparatives on the AGAR.

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature 28/07/2022Date
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