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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of Harberton Parish Council – DV0173

ow

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature 26/07/2023Date



Section 2 2021/22 2022/23
Explanation 

required?

£ £ £ % £ Budget heading Explanation

Box 1 Balances 

brought forward 48661.02 57988.68 9327.66 19.168649 NO

Box 2 Precept of 

Rates and Levies 18930.00 18,930.00£   0.00 0.00 NO

-10.00 Harberton Parish Hall Ground rentNot received before 31st March 2023

-204.53 VAT refund

VAT refund received was less in 

2022/23 than previous year

Box 3: Total other 

receipts 6868.63 6,654.10£     -214.53 -3.12 NO -214.53 Total difference

415.96 Salary

Salary increase of £1 per hour as per 

the agreed 2022/23 payscales

48.00

Neighbourhood Plan 

Salary As above.

1085.45 Salary overtime

Increase to overtime due to increases in 

workload, particularly in support of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

9.54 Tax/NI

Overtime payments triggered NI in 

2022/23

Box 4: Staff Costs 6177.18 7,736.13£     1558.95 25.24 YES 1558.95 Total difference

Box 5 Loan 

interest/capital 

repayments 0.00 -£             0.00

 £     105.00 Room Hire

2022/23 meetings held in a more 

expensive larger venue with better 

airflow in response to concerns of 

continued spread of COVID. 

 £       26.84 Subs Increase in membership subs

 £     103.07 Insurance Increase in insurance for the year

 £       53.73 Clerk Expenses

Difference in mileage claimed in and out 

of lockdown/face-to-face meetings, plus 

increase of number of meetings 

(Neighbourhood Plan)

65.13-£       Office Expenses

Decreases in print costs due to being in 

a 'free ink' scheme for first year of new 

printer. 

458.27£     Website

Payment to cover x 3 years of website 

hosting and certification made.

 £     240.00 Professional Fees

External audit fee due, following 

previous year's audit exemption.

 £         0.03 Broadband

-£     190.00 

Grasscutting 

Harbertonford

Dry summer reducing requirement for 

number of cuts

820.80-£     Grasscutting Harberton 

No bill presented before end of financial 

year

 £     413.03 Neighbourhood Plan

HNP activie again.  Meeting room costs 

for regular meetings, print costs 

associated to call for sites and public 

engagement. 

 £  1,000.00  Youth Provision 

Two payments of £500 were made in 

2022/23 as 2021/22 spending was not 

made within the previous financial year, 

but carried forward.

 £  4,450.80 

 Community Benefit 

Fund 

Increase in applications to grants in 

comparison to the previous year

 £       50.00 

Citizens Advice South 

Hams Grant increase in new budget line.

YES

2022/23 Explanation of Variances

Name of smaller authority Harberton Parish Council

County area Devon

Provision of full explanations, including numerical values for

Variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200)

Breakdown of approved reserves in the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more than twice the annual precept/rates and levies value (Box 2)

Variance Detailed explanation of variance (with amounts £)

Box 6 all other 

payments 10293.79 4808.43 46.71



 £       94.80 Training

Increase in uptake in cllr training, 

compared to previous financial year. 

-£     274.79 

Harbertonford 

Playground 

Improvements to equipment made in 

2021/22.  No spending in this financial 

year. 

-£     776.42 

Maintenance Reserves 

(Includes trees)

Tree works required in 2021/22.  No 

necessary tree works identified for 

2022/23.

-£       60.00 COVID-19 Support grant

No emergency spending required in 

financial year.  Funds earmarked 

reserves to be spent on emergency 

planning. 

15,102.22£   4808.43

38142.12

265.00

7500.00

1000.00 Elections

3729.19

141.73 Website

800.00

-272.13

766.10 Harbertonford playground

49.00

550.00

736.97

500.00

426.80

54334.78 Total earmarked reserves

6399.65

60,734.43£   60734.43

Box 8 Total cash 

and short term 

investments 57988.68 60,734.43£   2745.75 4.73

Box 9: Total fixed 

assets and Long 

term investment 

assets 39923.57 39924.57 1.00 0.00 NO

Box 10: Total 

Borrowings 0.00 0.00 0.00

Office equipment

YES

Explanation for High Reserves Box 7 is more than twice 

Box 2 because the authority held the following reserves at 

the year end:

Maintenance Reserves (includes trees)

Overpayment on Salary overtime earmarked reserve

Notice board for Harbertonford

Box 6 all other 

payments 10293.79 4808.43 46.71

Lengthsman project

Box 7 Balances 

carried forward 57988.68 2745.75 4.73 YES

Emergency Planning

General reserves

Community Benefit Fund Reserves

Training

Total reserves

Service Level Agreements: annual maintenance works

Parish Defibrillators

Neighbourhood Plan
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